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porter of village unions,    and his views on their utility are
sound and valuable."
The premature retirement of Romesh Dutt at the age
oC 49 when, in the normal course, he had nine more years
to serve came as a surprise to some of his contempo-
raries, but was m fact entirely consistent with his outlook
on life. He had entered the Indian Civil Service at a
time when the higher Services under Government were all
but closed to Indians. The governance of the country on
which naturally depended the well-being of millions of his
countrymen was entirely in the hands of the foreign ruling
group. In the absence of even the rudiments of repre-
sentative institutions entry into the higher Civil Services
presented the only opportunity to an Indian to influence
the government of his own country. Romesh Dutt was
keen on availing himself of this opportunity; ths more so
because the view was held and widely propagated by the
then rulers that Indians did not possess the requisite quali-
ties to share in the responsibilities of higher administra-
tion. He was keen on disproving this view by his own
example, and he took every difficult task entrusted to him
not merely as a challenge to his own capacity to perform
it adequately, but as a challenge to the capacity of educated
Indians to be equal to the task. In accepting the chal-
lenge in this spirit Romesh Dutt rendered a real service to
the country. He held higher posts in the Government than
those held by his predecessors and contemporaries since
the commencement of the British rule, and he held these
posts with a success and distinction which could not be
denied by the then Government. He may not have been
able to break through their prejudices and convince the
then rulers that Indians were capable of holding such posts
with the same measure of success as British civilians. They
could still argue, as some indeed did, that Romesh Dutt

